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The difficulties and struggles of today are but the price we must pay for the accomplishments   
and victories of tomorrow.  ~William J.H. Boetcker 

The Problem of Grade Inflation 

Dear Parents, 

I learned a long time ago that when someone who has a conflict involving money tells me that,  
“It’s not about the money,” that it nearly is always about the money. This is not dissimilar to a 
discussion about grades on exams and report cards…too often, the discussion between home and 
school focuses on the student’s grade rather than on the material or lessons learned. This in turn 
can pose several challenges to us as educators, parents, and most importantly, to our children. 

A few years ago I spoke with one of my son’s high school teachers about an English report card 
grade of “A” that he received. The teacher seemed genuinely surprised when I wanted assurance 
that my son’s grade was an accurate measure of his performance…that the grade was not inflated.  
I have found that overly generous grading does a disservice to students since inflated grades in-
still a false sense of high performance. To illustrate my point, after my son received the “A” he 
expressed to me that he no longer needed any extra assistance in English since he had achieved a 
mastery level as evidenced by his grade….that is, he felt his high grade showed that he did not 
need to improve his skills. 

Our school’s view is that a grade has no intrinsic meaning, no real value, and can even be counter-
productive unless it is grounded on a validated independent measure...a State Assessment, Re-
gent’s Exam, AP Exam, SAT or SAT Content Exam; the course grade should even be predictive of 
the student’s performance on that upcoming validated instrument, and the course grade and vali-
dated instrument grades should ultimately be congruent; otherwise, a given inflated grade sets 
the stage for lower student learning since the student fails to identify the areas where improve-
ment is needed.  Our students need accurate grades.  Also, we need to empower our students to 
practically use their knowledge; that is, to translate theory (book knowledge) into real life applica-
tion. 

This is why in our Middle School we have ongoing departmental benchmarking assessments 
grounded on the State Curriculum and Assessments that our students will eventually take. We 
expect that our students’ course grades should be predictive of their achievement on State exams. 
We seek to give accurate grades in the Middle School….in the long term, this is best for our       
students. 

Best wishes for the New Year! 

Sincerely, 

Peter Osroff, Ed.D 



IMPORTANT REMINDERS 

Your Child Absent?  Need Homework Assignments?   
Don’t Worry -- There’s Homework on the Web! 

 Please remember that your child’s homework assignments are available on teacher web pages.  If your child is 
absent for more than three school days, please contact the Guidance Office (478-3020) for worksheets or class materials. 
Please use the web for homework assignments for absences of three days or less.   

Parent/Teacher Conferences  
 Parent/Teacher Conferences in March are by invitation from your child’s team I teachers, if they feel your child needs extra 
attention. If you do not receive an invitation, yet you feel a conference is needed, please contact the main office. Of course, at any 
time of the year, if you are ever worried about your child’s performance, please contact your child’s teacher for an informal or for-
mal meeting. We are always available to work in partnership with you to ensure your child’s success. 

Parent Portal Instructions  
 Parents who have provided the district with their email address, may access their child’s information through 
the School Tool Parent Portal in two ways. You can either go to http://schooltool.gcufsd.net or go to the district page 
http://www.gardencity.k12.ny.us and click on the link “For Parents.” 

School Closing Information/Delayed Openings 

 In case of an emergency, you will receive a telephone call and/or an email to your home, cell, and work numbers and/or 
email addresses you have provided to the middle school.  In order to guarantee delivery of all messages, please keep your contact 
information up-to-date. 

 School closing or delayed openings will also be posted on the website. This information is also available on the  following 
radio stations, television stations, and news web sites.  

Radio Stations 

WCBS 880 AM                       
WALK   1370 AM                       
WINS     1010 AM                      
WOR 710 AM                        
WBLI     106.1 FM                  
WHLI     1100 AM 

Television Stations 

News 12 Long Island                
WABC 7                                    
WNBC 4                                       
WCBS 2                                     
FOX 5       

 

News Web Sites 

www.1010wins.com  
ww.7online.com 
ww.news12.com   
WCBS880.com              
WNBC.com 

 

No Name Calling Week  

 January 25-29th is No Name Calling Week.  Schools across the United States will be participating in this special 
event.  The Anti-Bullying Club will be hosting a song-writing contest in honor of NNCW.  Songs, raps, and/or jingles should be 
based on this year’s theme:  No Sticks, No Stones, No Dissing (No Name Calling).  The winner of this contest will receive a 
party.  The deadline for all entries is February 5th.  Good Luck to everyone! 
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Dear Parents and Athletes, 

 I hope that this newsletter finds you and your family enjoying a fantastic school year.  The information below 
can be used to help guide you through our Winter II Season.  If you have any questions or if I can be of any assistance, 
please do not hesitate to let me know. 

• The Winter II Sports Season will run from 01/19/10-03/20/10. 
• The sports being offered are: Girls Basketball, Boys Volleyball and Boys Wrestling. 
• All Team Schedules and Criteria can be found on the MS Athletic Webpage. 

 
• For safety purposes Students should NOT cross Cherry Valley Avenue when the Garden City Police Depart-

ment crossing guard is not present.  When there is no crossing guard, parents are free to use all three of the 
school’s circles for pickups. Of course, parents may cross Cherry Valley Avenue WITH their own children at any 
time. The school’s Cherry Valley Avenue Traffic Circle is only closed when there is a crossing guard present at 
the regular school-day and sports dismissals. 

• All Intramurals are now open to 6th, 7th & 8th Grade Students. 

Winter II Intramurals are: 

• Fitness/Wellness 
• Dance 
• Baseball 
• Softball 
• Basketball 
• Bowling 
• After-School Weight Training  

• Please be sure to check our website for the schedule 
• The Athletic Eligibility Policy is now online.  We encourage all participants to read this policy so that there is a clear 
        understanding of what we expect from all of our middle school athletes. 
• This year we have also added a Sports Information Hotline to help provide you with up to date athletic informa-

tion, please dial the main number 478-3000 EXT.  5 and listen for the prompts. 

Thanks so much, 

Michael Tullo 

MS Athletic Coordinator 



SPOTLIGHT ON 

THE WORLD LANGUAGE DEPARTMENT 

How to Study a Foreign Language 
 Language learning is a highly cumulative process. It is like making a tower out of blocks: you keep building on 
top of what you did the day before. If you don't keep at the job steadily, pretty soon you're trying to put new blocks on 
top of empty space. Thus it is important to keep up with and learn what is being presented to you about a language day 
by day. The following is a list of suggestions which may aid you in your study of a foreign language. As the four 
major parts to language learning are listening, speaking, reading, and writing, the suggestions are divided in that 
way. 

LISTENING AND PRONUNCIATION 
1. The basis of all language is sound. Become familiar with the pronunciation of the words in the language and 
learn what to listen for when the language is spoken. 
2. Proper pronunciation takes a great deal of practice. Begin early learning the new lip and tongue 
movements correctly. 
3. Improve your pronunciation by listening to the language (from people, CD’s, Pod-Casts, or movies) and 
pronouncing the words yourself until they sound correct. Listen with the aim of accurately reproducing what 
you have heard. 
4. Listen to yourself on tape and practice the sounds by repeating them over and over until you feel 
comfortable with them. You might let another person also judge your pronunciation. 
5. Focus on the meaning of what is being spoken as well as on pronunciation. 

SPEAKING 
1. Do not be concerned with speed, but rather, with accuracy. 
2. Practice in speaking should be constant. When reading the language, read aloud if possible. 
3. Meet with other classmates at a designated time and converse with each other exclusively in the language. 
4. Learn sentence structure. It is one thing to know the meanings of foreign words and quite another to be 
able to put them together correctly to form a meaningful sentence.  Feel for the language and how the words fit to-
gether. Read it a second time and translate the passage.  Then reread the passage a third time for meaning. This will 
help you begin to think in the language. When reading, try reading by phrases or whole sentences and read aloud. 
            
 
            

Suggestions for Parents to Support Second Language Learning 
1. Inform yourself. Become knowledgeable about the program. 
2. Be supportive at all times. Your child's success in the program will be affected by your attitude. 
3. Encourage your child to speak the Second Language at home if he/she wants to, but do not force him/her to do so. 
4. Be supportive of the program and the teacher. Try to keep the lines of communication open. 
5. Try to take advantage of situations that increase our child's exposure to the language and its culture. 
6. Encourage your child to read in the second language. 
7. Encourage your child to watch television programs and listen to radio programs in the Second Language. 
8. Show your child how pleased you are with his/her progress. Be proud of your child's achievement. 
9. Emphasize your child's successes. 
10. Try to attend cultural events with your child. 

The preceding was printed in a NYSAFLT bulletin and was obtained from the River East 
School Division, Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada. 



SPOTLIGHT ON 

THE WORLD LANGUAGE DEPARTMENT 

How to Study a Foreign Language  
READING 

1. Know English grammar terms. Keeping a grammar book or dictionary handy is a help. Also learn new 
grammatical terms used in the language you are studying. 
2. When you read, do so with a focus on the total meaning of a sentence or passage and avoid looking up 
unknown words but, rather, attempt to determine their meanings based on the context of the sentence. 
3. Always study notes which accompany a passage which is to be read or translated. 
4. Try reading the passage to be translated three times. Read it initially, without translating, in order to get a feel for the 
language and how the words fit together.  Read it a second time and translate the passage.  Then reread the passage a 
third time for meaning.  This will help you begin to think in the language.  When reading, try reading by phrases or 
whole sentences and read aloud.  

VOCABULARY 
1. There are several things that can be done to aid in learning vocabulary. Memorization is important and 
good knowledge of the rules of grammar in the language studied will aid this process. 
2. Master all of the vocabulary for each lesson. You may want to make flash cards for yourself to aid in this 
process. Take a 3 x 5" card and write the word on one side with its English equivalent on the other. Try 
going over them at least once a day and keep the number of words you are working with small. When you 
have learned the word on a card, remove that card from the others. Phrases may also be put on flash cards. 
3. Try learning the names of the every day things around you. Pick, for example, four new things a day to 
learn. 
4. Try these four steps in learning a new word: (1) pronounce and spell it; (2) study its meaning; (3) use it in 
a sentence of your own; (4) write it and its meaning three times. 

WRITING 
1. Study all textbook material before you begin to write. 
2. While you are writing, pay attention to spelling, form, irregularities, and word order. 
3. Be aware of sentence structure and grammar. 

HABITS ARE LEARNED BY OVER-LEARNING - PRACTICE!  PRACTICE,! PRACTICE 

Why Your Child Should Study Foreign Languages 
 Language is at the core of human existence. Through language we express the hopes and dreams we 
hold for our families, our state and our nation. The ability to communicate in a second language enables 
us to know the hopes, dreams and visions of others around the world. The study of foreign languages 
prepares today's youth for tomorrow's opportunities by supporting basic skills instruction, developing 
cross cultural understanding and preparing our youth to enter the global marketplace. Sequential foreign 
language study yields many benefits: 
 Listening Skills: Foreign language study has been shown to enhance listening skills and 
memory, contributing a significant additional dimension to the concept of communication. 
 Reading Skills: In the area of language arts, students of second languages are thought to improve their reading 
comprehension in the native language and also score higher in reading achievement.  
 Higher Scores: During the past several years, data from the Admissions Testing Program 
of the College Board definitely shows a positive correlation between SAT scores and the 
study of foreign languages: 
• Detailed studies also suggest that the mental processing skills required to do mathematics problems are also devel-

oped by language processing, and vice versa. 
• Each year of study correlates to increasingly higher scores. No other subject area, when isolated, produced these 

results. 
• English and mathematics performance levels of students who have studied a foreign language in high school are 

higher than those of students who have not.       
            
            



SPOTLIGHT ON 

THE WORLD LANGUAGE DEPARTMENT 

Why Your Child Should Study Foreign Languages  
 Cultural Pluralism: Children who have studied a foreign language develop a sense of 
cultural pluralism, openness to and appreciation of other cultures. 
 Career Development: The Nebraska Foreign Language Frameworks (1996) states that 
learning a foreign language provides a competitive edge in career choices in today's and 
tomorrow's world. This is substantiated by employers in New York State who, when 
interviewed by the New York State Department of Labor, expressed a desire for workers 
who can communicate in a second language. 
 Global Economy: The global economy is a fact of life in the 21st century. Some pertinent 
figures are listed below: 
• One out of every six production jobs in the U.S. depends on foreign trade. 
• One half of the top profit making companies on Fortune Magazines "500" list are 
       foreign owned. 
• Four out of five new jobs in the U.S. are created as a result of foreign trade. 
• Twenty million foreigners travel annually to the U.S. and spend $8 billion. They spend nearly $1 billion in New 

York City alone. 
The preceding information was obtained from a bulletin circulated by the New York State Association of Foreign Language Teachers.  

It was developed by the North Carolina State Education Department. 

Why Study a Foreign Language? 
FACT 

“Data from the Admission Testing Program of the College Board show a positive correlation between SAT scores and 
the study of a Foreign Language. Verbal scores increased with each additional year of language study.” 

(Morris, Bernadette) 
Proficiency vs. Fluency 

• Proficiency is a measurable level of competence for sustained communication in the four skills. 
• Fluency is a developmental and long-term process. It is realistic today that students achieve different levels of profi-

ciency, but rarely reach the fluency levels due to limitations (i.e.: time constraints, schedules, practice and 
       drill, exposure). 
• To reach the end of the continuum, one must be able to handle the language effortlessly and with native accuracy- 
       Fluency. 

Proficiency 
• Intonation- Uses language-appropriate inflection to indicate purpose of utterance. Ex: Rising pitch to indicate a 

question. 
• Circumlocution- Uses familiar vocabulary and structures to express meaning beyond his/her current level of 

knowledge. 
• Survival Skills- Uses learned expressions and non-verbal cues in appropriate situations to sustain conversation 

and clarify meaning. Ex: please explain, facial expressions 
• Responds to Verbal Clues- Uses utterances of conversation partner as a clue or resource to self-correct, clarify, or 

restate. 
• Self-Correction- Uses self-correction to clarify meaning. Ex: You go……… No, I go. 



SPOTLIGHT ON 

THE WORLD LANGUAGE DEPARTMENT 

Students Rewrite Their Schedules 
 As a culminating activity for a  unit on time and numbers, students in Mr. Strauzer’s 
grade 7 French class rewrote their day 1 or day 2 schedules in French and presented their 
work in class.  Students were allowed to let their creativity run wild.  They were given the 
choice to create a PowerPoint slide show, a collage, a poster board replica, a schedule booklet, 
or any other type of visual as long as they fulfilled the given parameters. Students had to list 
the    periods, the names of the classes in French, a start and finish time written in French, the 
teachers of the classes, and an opinion about the class in French. The projects were an excel-
lent way to review the previously acquired material as students practiced their writing and 
speaking skills in French.  A job “très bien fait!” 

8th Graders Try Their Hand At Wardrobe Design and 
Showcase Their Fashions EN ESPAÑOL 

 Students in Senora Linardos’ 8th grade Spanish classes prepared a verbal presentation 
describing a complete fashionable outfit.  After having mastered the vocabulary for a variety of 
articles of clothing and accessories, fabrics, prints, patterns, colors and designs students wrote and 
then verbally presented a description of a particular outfit in detail.  They also related to their 
classmates the season and the location where their particular outfit would be worn.  They ex-
pressed what they like about the outfit and what makes it special.  Presentations were accompa-
nied by music chosen by the students, setting the tone for each unique presentation and related to 
the theme of each outfit.   A visual of the outfit that was being described was included in the pres-
entation. Some students wore the outfit that they described.  Other students described an outfit 
that their doll, or puppet wore.  A number of students sewed their own original doll. Some stu-
dents created original drawings and dioramas and described those outfits.  The students were ex-
tremely creative! Students were evaluated based on a project rubric that included: completeness; 
comprehensibility; fluency; language structure; pronunciation; performance; and interaction.  This 
was a wonderful activity that further developed the listening, speaking, reading and writing skills 
of the students. 

Students Perform Spanish TV Shows on Stage at Garden City Middle School 

 Eighth grade students in Señora Porter’s classes are currently working on writing scripts for existing T.V. 
shows in Spanish.  They are spending the month of January working in groups of three to six students writing the 
scripts for their shows, and will spend two weeks rehearsing their parts in February. The performance is scheduled to 
be performed live on the auditorium stage on February 23 and 24.  

 On the day of the performance, students will dress in costumes, bring in props and play the theme music to 
their shows.  All of the shows will be videotaped by Señora Porter.  Some of the shows that the students are currently 
working on are: “The Office,”  “Dora the Explorer,”  “Rocket Power,” “Cake Boss,”  “American Idol”, “Myth Busters,”       
“That 70’s Show,”  “The Nanny,” “Sunday NFL Countdown,”  “What not to Wear,” “Say Yes to the Dress,” and “What 
I Like About You.”  

 All of the students are excited to be performing live on stage in front of their peers.  This is an excellent activity 
for the students to practice their listening comprehension, speaking, reading, and writing skills in Spanish. 



SPOTLIGHT ON 

THE WORLD LANGUAGE DEPARTMENT 

Students Communicate in a Unique Way in the World Languages Classroom 
 Mr. Strauzer’s grade 6  French and Spanish students used their cell phones in a classroom activity to practice 
personal identification information.  One student asked his/her neighbor in the target language to state his/her phone 
number.  Once a connection was made, students greeted each other, asked each other their name, age, and birthday.  In 
addition, students asked each other how they were feeling.  Finally, the students had to say goodbye.  Students did a 
great job and looked forward to doing it again! 

A Spanish Fashion Show at Garden City Middle School 
 Seventh grade students in Mrs. Porter’s Spanish classes at Garden City Middle School recently put on a fashion show.  This 
activity was the culmination of their two week study of clothing and colors in Spanish.  Students were told to invent an identity for 
their model.  Then they had to think of an interesting outfit to model for the class. Students were told that in order to make the show 
“lively” the models should put together hilarious outfits complete with wigs, funny hats, and props. 
 On the day of the fashion show, the students brought in their own music and walked down the “runway.”  When they were 
finished, they described the outfit that they were wearing in Spanish to the “audience”.  They were told to include the names of the 
articles of clothing, colors, European sizes, materials, and cost in Euro of the articles of clothing and where this outfit could or should 
be worn. 
 This was an excellent project for the students to practice their listening comprehension, speaking, reading, and writing 
skills.  The students enjoyed performing in this fashion show and are very anxious to know what their next project will be. Mrs. Por-
ter tries to incorporate a speaking project into her curriculum each quarter so that the students can use their knowledge of Span-
ish in a real situation and enjoy their study of a foreign language.  

French Pastries Are Everywhere  
 In celebration of National French Week, Mr. Strauzer’s grade 6, 7, and 8 French 8 classes had a scrumptious 
pastry fest during their French period. Students either purchased or created the most delicious French pastries.  Some 
examples were: éclairs, croissants, crêpes, mousse au chocolat, tarte aux pommes, just to name a few.  In addition, stu-
dents also brought in baguettes (crusty French bread) and so much more!  The students did a fantastic job, and they 
enjoyed themselves! They are looking forward to their next “gastronomic” experience! 

Students Using Technology in Spanish Classes  

 Mrs. Reilly's seventh grade Spanish classes employed the use of technology in completing a performance as-
sessment on clothing.  The students were asked to create a virtual catalog of clothing in the target language; these 
power points were viewed by the entire class on the school's Smart Board. The students named their stores,  the store 
hours, the methods of payment accepted, as well as a description of the clothing's colors and seasons the items can be 
worn. The student's offered certain items at a reduced cost. The students presented their catalog to their peers in     
Spanish.  



SPOTLIGHT ON 

THE WORLD LANGUAGE DEPARTMENT 

                The German Club 

 December was a busy time for students in German Club.  Members celebrated 
Nickolaustag on the fourth of the month, two days earlier than the traditional sixth.  
(The original Saint Nicholas was the Fourth Century Bishop of Myra, who is remem-
bered for giving presents to the poor, sometimes dropping them in their shoes or 
socks.)   After placing one (in most cases!) of their shoes outside the classroom door, 
sixth, seventh, and eighth graders returned to the room where lights were dimmed, and 

they watched a film showing how the holiday is celebrated in German-speaking countries.  When the film ended, they 
retrieved their candy-filled shoes.  Amazingly, no one found coal in theirs! 

The very next day, over eighty students and parents traveled to Pennsylvania to visit the historic German-
Moravian settlement in Bethlehem.  They experienced an American version of a Christkindlmarkt like the ones found in 
Germany, Austria, and Switzerland during the holiday season.  Under two huge heated tents, they shopped at booths 
selling locally made crafts, and decorations from Germany.  They saw ice carving, glass blowing, and wood carving.  
Some enjoyed the Bratwurst and Sauerkraut which were available for lunch, or the sweet pretzels and other baked 
goods that were for sale.  They attended a concert in one of the historic buildings, and afterward visited the Moravian 
Book Store.  The day ended with a light snowfall, which added to the festive  atmosphere.  

The following December meeting was the “Marzipanfest.”  Before beginning their work, students were treated 
to a bit of history.  One of our club member’s “Omas” told about her experiences during the holidays in post-war Ger-
many.  A club mom brought in freshly baked cookies and helped organize the event.  Then, the fun began.  Wearing 
sterile gloves and working on parchment paper-covered desks in baking table formation, students created a variety of 
fruits made of marzipan.  They first softened the dough-like substance, added a bit of food coloring, and then molded it 
into the desired shape.  Cloves were inserted into the fruit to make stems.  The results, some of which were master-
pieces, were taken home at the end of the day to add to other holiday treats. 

The next big project for German students is the Annual German Language 
Sprachfest, which will be hosted by Hauppauge High School on March 20.  Club 
meetings will become “breakfast club” practice sessions, with play-offs for the vari-
ous competitions the week before the event.  Seventh and eighth graders will partici-
pate in number, spelling, vocabulary, and geography bees, music and art competi-
tions, gingerbread and baking competitions, poetry reading, skits, and the Culture 
Bowl, among other things.  They will have an opportunity to practice their German 
with exchange students from Germany, who will conduct a “Sprecheck,” or discus-
sion corner.  As a bonus, our sixth grade German students have been invited to take 
part in a German dance demonstration at the close of the program.  (Lesson dates for 
the dance will be announced!) 

 

 



IN & AROUND  
G C M S  

Congratulations to Kelsey Whitney 
 Kelsey Whitney participated in the 6th grade 2009 Environmental Essay contest sponsored by the Garden 
City Bird Sanctuary.  Over 100 entries were received this year,  and Kelsey’s essay on “Habitat Loss” was selected 
as the winning entry.  Kelsey’s winning essay was included The Garden City Bird Sanctuary’s newsletter, “Sump-
Thing Happenings.”  Kelsey will also be rewarded a United States Savings Bond.  In addition, the essay was read 
by Mr. John Cronin, the Vice President of the Bird Sanctuary and a Garden City elementary school science 
teacher, this past spring when over 150 4th graders from Stratford School visited the Bird Sanctuary.  Congratula-
tions Kelsey! 

 

Visual Winners 

1st Place  Nicholas Vernice 

2nd Place—James Michielini 

3rd Place—Lauren Tepper 

Honorable Mention 

Ariella Izzo 

Kelly Anne Norberto 

Justin Bergson 

Larissa Izzo 

Septa Literature 

1st Place  - Grace Nix  

(also took 1st Place in District) 

Literature Winners 

1st Place  - Andrew Peterson 
(also took 1st Place in District) 

2nd Place—Timothy Alford 

3rd Place—Nicole Crilly 

Honorable Mentions 

Peyton Flynn 

Frank Capeigo 

Jodi Dilemme 

Nicole Gemmil 

Photography Winners 

1st Place  - Nicholas Vernice (also 
took 3rd Place in County) 

2nd Place— Jodi Dilemme 

3rd Place—Allison Schmidt 

Honorable Mentions 

Amy Messina 

Stephanie Zaferiou 

Music Winner 

Sarah Couture  

(also took 3rd Place in District) 

 

Congratulations to the 2010-2011 PTA Reflections Contest Winners 

Snowmen Visit Mrs. Beovich’s Class   
 Students in Mrs. Beovich's Life Skills class brought snow inside in January!  They made snowmen with dough-
nuts, munchkins, candy corn noses, and peanut butter cup hats.  Not to worry, they didn't melt.  They were gobbled up 
right away! 



IN & AROUND  
G C M S  

Anti-Bullying Club to Create a School-Wide Quilt 
 ABC is happy to announce the start of their next activity.  During the month of January, the club created a 
school-wide anti-bullying quilt.  Each Home Base created one patch to add to the masterpiece.  Patches will encourage 
students to follow the LEADERS strategies.  The deadline for this activity was January 29th. 

The National Junior Honor Society Gives Back 
 In December, the National Junior Honor Society held a bake sale as a fundraiser to bene-
fit the United States Marine Corps Toys For Tots. The sale took place in school during the stu-
dents' lunch periods and at dismissal.  It was a tremendous success and everything down to the 
last sprinkle and crumb was sold!  A special thanks to the efforts of the teachers, students, and 
parents the National Junior Honor Society who helped raise over $400 for the charity!  

Sold Out! 
 The Anti-Bullying Club (ABC) is proud to announce that they raised $1302 selling shaped rubber bands to stu-
dents and staff members of Garden City Middle School.  Each pack was $2 each and was a complete success.  Shapes 
included:  zoo animals, cars, sea mammals, pets, etc. The money raised will help the treatment of Multiple Sclerosis at 
Winthrop.  ABC would like to thank Mrs. Bonagura and the Martin family for all of their help. 

Ms. Rousku’s Art Corner 

Eighth grade Art Club member, Christina Marino, has been selected to exhibit her artwork 
for the New York State 2010 Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Fine Arts Display. 

Her incredible and poignant artwork was created and inspired by the legacy and work of 
Dr. Martin Luther King. It is titled, “Non-violence chooses love instead of hate.” The draw-

ing consists of a beautiful dove overlapping a sign of peace that was delicately created using blending tech-
niques with oil pastels on paper. 

 The artwork will be displayed in Albany’s Empire State Plaza at the time of the commemorative program 
“Saluting Greatness:  The Legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.” during the week of Monday, January 18, 
2010 in Albany, New York. This is a great honor and Christina showed great dedication toward conveying 
Dr. Martin Luther King’s message of non-violence. 

 Once again the Fine Arts Department is very proud of all the hard work and talent of our middle school art 
students! 

   “If I could say it in words there would be no reason to paint.” - Edward Hopper 



IN & AROUND  
G C M S  

  

 

 

 

 

The third meet of the Mathematical Olympiads for Elementary & Middle Schools (MOEMS) was held on Thursday, 
January 14, 2010. Our school score for this meet (total of the top 10) was 42 of a possible 50. Good job! 

Two students had all five correct: 

Yang Liu and Jack Roscoe 

Fifteen students had four correct: 

Alicia Cristoforo, William Demaria, Emily Economos, Christain Ferris,  
Yianni Flouskakos, Joseph Fulgieri, Julianne Griffith, Daniel Kammer,  

Zachary Lambraia, Peter Larsen, Julia McGuire, Aidan Polke, Jack Riceman, Elizabeth Rieger,  
and Anna Schaubeck. 

 
CUMULATIVE TOTALS 

 The total school score after three meets is 113 points (of a possible 150).                             
Listed below are the scores for the students who have the highest cumulative scores. 

Congratulations to everyone! 

  NAME TEACHER MEET 1 MEET 2 MEET 3 TOTAL 

  Yang Liu Drogin 4 5 5 14 

  Zachary Lambraia Hakes 5 4 4 13 

  Yianni Floskakos Hakes 3 5 4 12 

  Julianne Griffith Giangrande 5 3 4 12 

  Ryan Brown Hakes 5 3 3 11 

  Joseph Fulgieri Giangrande 3 4 4 11 

  Peter Larsen Nardone 3 3 4 10 

Andreas Petrides Nardone 4 4 2 10 

  Elizabeth Rieger 
  

Orrego 3 3 4 10 

Jack Roscoe 
  

Orrego 2 3 5 10 



THE GARDEN CITY MIDDLE SCHOOL LIBRARY 

Recommendations by Library/Media Specialist: Mr. Daniels 

 

 

 

     

    

 

 

  

 

 

 

  Shakespeare's Secret 
By Elise Broach 
 
A missing diamond, a mysterious neighbor, a link to Shakespeare—can Hero 
uncover the connections? 

 

Named after a character in a Shakespeare play, misfit middle schooler Hero 
becomes interested in exploring this unusual connection because of a valu-
able diamond supposedly hidden in her new house, an intriguing neighbor, 
and the unexpected attention of the most popular boy in school. 

  

      

 

  The House of Power (Atherton Series #1) 
By Patrick Carman 
 
From the creator of the Land of Elyon comes a riveting adventure set in an 
extraordinary satellite world created as a refuge from a dying Earth that be-
gins to collapse and forever change the lives of its inhabitants. Edgar, a gifted 
climber, is a lonely boy scaling the perilous cliffs that separate the three 
realms of Atherton: a humble fig grove; a mysterious highland world of un-
told beauty and sinister secrets; and a vast wasteland where he must confront 
an unspeakable danger that could destroy the people of Atherton. When Ed-
gar discovers a book which contains the history of Atherton's origins and ulti-
mate apocalypse, his world, quite literally, begins to turn inside out. 

 
    

 

  Half-Minute Horrors 
Edited by Susan Rich 
 
How scared can you get in only 30 seconds? Dare to find out with Half-
Minute Horrors, a collection of deliciously terrifying short tales and creepy 
illustrations by an exceptional selection of writers and illustrators, including 
bestselling talents Lemony Snicket, James Patterson, Neil Gaiman, R.L.Stine, 
Faye Kellerman, Holly Black, Melissa Marr, Margaret Atwood, Jon Scieszka, 
Brett Helquist, and many more. This is an anthology worth devouring. So 
grab a flashlight, set the timer, and get ready for instant chills! 


